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that an unidentified flying object
recently landed in a park in the
Russian city of Voronezh,” Tass
said in a straight-faced news re-

Po"zl'bey have also identified the
landing site and found traces of
aliens who made a shgrt prome-
nade around the park.” °

The news agency did not say
when the aliens were reported
sighted in the city.

It was only a matter of time
before alieas discovered the appeal
of Soviet chic that has brought

ds of tourists to the Soviet

nion and made Soviet watches

and breads all the rage in sophisti-
cated stores like Bloomingdale’s.

But while Soviet citizens usually
embrace foreign visitors with en-
thusiasm, Tass reported that the
people in Voronezh who saw the
aliens “were overwhelmed with a
fear which lasted for several

dl¥l."
he authorities in Voronezh,
some 300 miles southeast of Mos-

€ (Scientists)
have also
identified the
landing site and
found traces of
aliens.

— Tass

This summer Tass reported on a
UFO hovering over a hill in the
Soviet Far East, showering the

area with more than 30 pounds of °

debris that included mysterious,
tiny golden hairs.

But the agency also debunked a
report in Sotsialisticheskaya Indus-
triya this summer that
that a spaceship had landed near

o ous. pleces of
that resembled deep-red
stone, but ‘ nalysis
determined that the substance
“cannot be found on Earth” 2
Tass said mmd: residents a
pu'“" &. G visited H
pldce. after .g:?kast three
times. in a'large shin-
ing ball, t‘l)'r. disk, and emerged’
through a accompanied by
“a’ small &m went for a_
“short promenade about the park.” |

southern Moscow, leaving behind a
huge scorched patch. Tass reported

Mercury News wire services con-
tributed to this report. . i

cow, could not be reached Monday
ni ht for comment. A spokesman
for Tass, reached by telephone
Monday night, said the report was
neither a hoax nor a joke.

“It is a serious dispatch,” the
mt duty officer at the agency

The press agency has seemed to
undergo a bizarre metamorphosis
in the last year or so.

Tabloid sensationalism |

In addition to its traditional role
of dutifully reporting the comings |
and goings of Soviet leaders, Tass |
has taken to writing supermarket- |
tabloid sensationalism with all the
seriousness due a superpower sum-
mit meeting.

Along with a steady flow of UFO
sightings, Tass in recent months
has carried reports on a man who,
while sitting in a bathtub, can cre-
ate a huge soap bubble, get inside
it and remain there for 10 seconds;
a “flamboyant” six-legged bull
whose two extra appendages grow
:gard off its back (coincidentally,

from the Voronezh region); the
elusive, mysterious creature called
the yeti; and a Tibetan doctor’s sex
tips, advising that winter is the
best time for amorous activity and
summer is the worst.

People in the Soviet Union have
long been attracted by the mysteri-
ous and the occult, and lately the
authorities seem to be feeding this
interest.

There seems to be a particular
fascination here with outer space,
and in February 1984 the authori-
ties here set up a Commission Into
Abnormal Phenomena after a “fly-
ing cigar” was spotted near the
city of Gorky, east of Moscow.

A much talked about report last |

summer in the newspaper Sotsi-
alisticheskaya Industriya told of a
milkmaid’s encounter with a stub-
by-legged alien in the Perm region
of Central Russia.

Milkmaid reports sighting
In that report, milkmaid Lyubov

Medvedev was quoted as saying
she encountered an alien creature

‘“resembhling 2 man. hut taller than




